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Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

5332, the Women, Peace, and Security 
Act. 

First, I thank my partner in this ef-
fort, Congresswoman KRISTI NOEM, for 
all of her work in making this day 
come, as well as to thank Chairman 
ROYCE, who not only spoke so elo-
quently about the importance of this 
legislation, but who helped to make it 
happen today. I thank Ranking Mem-
ber ENGEL for his leadership in moving 
this legislation forward. I am so appre-
ciative. 

This is a bipartisan, budget-neutral 
bill to encourage the participation of 
women in creating peace. As Congress-
man ROYCE said, when women are in-
volved in the peace process, negotia-
tions are more likely to end in lasting 
agreements. He is right in that the 
International Peace Institute found 
that a peace agreement is 35 percent 
more likely to last for at least 15 years 
if women participate in drafting the 
agreement. The study also found that, 
with a 5 percent increase in women’s 
political participation, a nation is five 
times less likely to use violence when 
faced with international crisis or con-
flict. Promoting the participation of 
women abroad is in our country’s stra-
tegic interest as it increases stability 
and economic prosperity. However, 
women remain underrepresented in 
conflict prevention, conflict resolution, 
and post-conflict peace-building efforts 
around the world. 

The Women, Peace, and Security Act 
is a step toward fixing that imbalance 
and promoting a more peaceful future. 
The Women, Peace, and Security Act 
would, for the very first time, establish 
women’s participation as a permanent 
element of U.S. foreign policy under 
congressional oversight. It would also 
promote greater transparency and ac-
countability in efforts at the Depart-
ment of Defense and the Department of 
State. Under the Women, Peace, and 
Security Act, those departments would 
report annually to Congress on efforts 
to actively recruit women and to pro-
mote women’s participation in conflict 
prevention and resolution. 

The bill would encourage the United 
States to assist women mediators and 
negotiators by eliminating barriers to 
their equal and secure participation in 
peace processes. In addition, it would 
institute comprehensive training mod-
ules on the protection, rights, and spe-
cific needs of women in conflict and 
would require the administration to 
evaluate the impact of U.S. foreign as-
sistance on women’s meaningful polit-
ical participation. 

The United States plays such a cru-
cial role in promoting peace all over 
the world. By making women’s partici-
pation in the peace process a national 
priority, we will improve national and 
global security. I am proud to join Con-
gresswoman NOEM in championing this 
legislation, and I encourage my col-
leagues to support its passage. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Once again, I thank Chairman ED 
ROYCE as well as Representatives NOEM 
and SCHAKOWSKY for their hard work. 
This is truly bipartisan and is very 
good for the country. 

This is one of these issues that 
wouldn’t have occurred to many people 
a generation ago or even a decade ago, 
but thanks to hard work, research, and 
innovative thinking, we now know how 
critical it is that women have a seat at 
the table when we are working to pre-
vent and resolve conflicts. This bill 
will help ensure that our foreign policy 
stays on the cutting edge. 

I hope, in the future, we will con-
tinue to do the hard work that is need-
ed to drive new ideas in foreign policy 
and to understand the complexities and 
sensitivities of our interconnected, 
global landscape. This isn’t kid stuff, 
and we shouldn’t treat it lightly; so I 
am grateful for the commitment of my 
colleagues that has helped move this 
bill forward. I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
From Syria to Afghanistan to Sudan, 

armed conflicts are raging all over this 
globe, and efforts to negotiate their 
ends are more important now than 
ever. We know that when women are 
included in these discussions that we 
are much more likely to see an endur-
ing peace. As a witness at our hearing 
on women’s participation explained: in-
cluding women is not only the right 
thing to do, it is the smart thing to do. 

The legislation before us today will 
strengthen U.S. efforts to promote the 
inclusion of women in peace negotia-
tions in order to create more sustain-
able agreements and reduce that likeli-
hood that we have seen over and over 
and over again of a return to conflict. 

I take this moment to thank Rep-
resentatives NOEM and SCHAKOWSKY for 
their bipartisan work on this measure. 
I also want to mention a few staff 
members who have not only worked on 
our series of focusing month after 
month on empowering women in nego-
tiations, but on issues beyond that— 
human trafficking. I especially want to 
thank Jessica Kelch, Janice 
Kaguyutan, Renee Munasifi, and Eliza-
beth Cunningham. I thank them all for 
their efforts throughout the years on 
these issues. 

As we close, I really urge all of my 
colleagues to support this important 
legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5332, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to ensure that the 

United States promotes the meaningful 
participation of women in mediation 
and negotiation processes seeking to 
prevent, mitigate, or resolve violent 
conflict.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 59 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DONOVAN) at 3 o’clock 
and 38 minutes p.m. 

f 

CAESAR SYRIA CIVILIAN 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2016 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5732) to halt the wholesale 
slaughter of the Syrian people, encour-
age a negotiated political settlement, 
and hold Syrian human rights abusers 
accountable for their crimes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5732 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CON-

TENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 

the ‘‘Caesar Syria Civilian Protection Act of 
2016’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title and table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Findings. 
Sec. 3. Sense of Congress. 
Sec. 4. Statement of policy. 
TITLE I—ADDITIONAL ACTIONS IN CON-

NECTION WITH THE NATIONAL EMER-
GENCY WITH RESPECT TO SYRIA 

Sec. 101. Sanctions with respect to Central 
Bank of Syria and foreign per-
sons that engage in certain 
transactions. 

Sec. 102. Prohibitions with respect to the 
transfer of arms and related 
materials to Syria. 

Sec. 103. Rule of construction. 
TITLE II—AMENDMENTS TO SYRIA 

HUMAN RIGHTS ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 
OF 2012 

Sec. 201. Imposition of sanctions with re-
spect to certain persons who 
are responsible for or complicit 
in human rights abuses com-
mitted against citizens of Syria 
or their family members. 

Sec. 202. Imposition of sanctions with re-
spect to the transfer of goods or 
technologies to Syria that are 
likely to be used to commit 
human rights abuses. 

Sec. 203. Imposition of sanctions with re-
spect to persons who hinder hu-
manitarian access. 
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